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Thousands to Protest Betsy DeVos Event in Bellevue 
Activists Call on Leaders to Keep Public Education Public 

 
Bellevue, WA – More than one thousand people are expected to gather at 5pm in Bellevue this Friday, October 13 to 
protest Education Secretary Betsy DeVos and call on our leaders to keep public education public. The event will take 
place at the corner of Bellevue Way and NE 8th Street outside the Bellevue Hyatt, where DeVos is speaking at the far-
right Washington Policy Center’s annual dinner.  
 
Confirmed speakers now include Attorney General Bob Ferguson, King County Executive Dow Constantine, Bellevue 
Mayor John Stokes, Rep. Mia Gregerson, public school teachers, and other elected officials. There will also be a media 
tent near the stage at the corner of NE 8th Street and Bellevue Way where members of the press can interview rally 
participants and speakers. 
 
The Equity in Education Coalition started this rally as a Facebook event and it has grown quickly as word of DeVos’s 
appearance has spread. People from across the region are coming together to show their support for keeping public 
education public. Speakers will also highlight the need to clean up Washington’s upside-down tax code so that we have 
the revenue necessary to invest in world-class schools and great teachers for each and every student.  
 
DeVos has long been a leading proponent of school privatization. She has used her family’s deep pockets to push 
aggressively for vouchers and charter schools in Michigan, which has led to disastrous results for students in her come 
state. During her Senate confirmation hearing, she showed little knowledge about laws meant to protect students with 
disabilities but was open to allowing guns on campus to protect against grizzly bears. Recently, she announced that she 
would roll back the Obama administration’s rules for handling sexual assaults on university campuses. 
 
In addition to the Equity in Education Coalition, sponsoring organizations of the event now include: AFT Washington, 
AFL-CIO, Backbone Campaign, Class Size Counts WA, Coalition of Immigrants Refugees and Communities of Color, Faith 
Action Network, Fuse Washington, LELO-Seattle, OneAmerica, Rainier Educators of Color Network, Seattle King County 
NAACP, SEIU 775, Tax March Seattle, Vietnamese Friendship Association, Washington Education Association, 
Washington's Paramount Duty, Washington State Democratic Party, and the Washington State Labor Council,.  
 

### 
 
The Equity In Education Coalition is Washington State’s largest coalition of stakeholders from communities of color 
and white allies who are striving to improve educational opportunities and outcomes for children of color.  
 
Fuse Washington is the state’s largest progressive organization – people creating change online, on the ground, 
and on issues that matter most.  

mailto:Collin@FuseWashington.org
mailto:Sharonne@EEC-wa.org
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/12/betsy-devos-michigan-school-experiment-232399
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/12/betsy-devos-michigan-school-experiment-232399
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/01/17/betsy-devos-confused-about-federal-law-protecting-students-with-disabilities/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/01/17/betsy-devos-confused-about-federal-law-protecting-students-with-disabilities/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/17/politics/betsy-devos-grizzly-bears-donald-trump-guns/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/22/us/devos-colleges-sex-assault.html

